Press release .
- Embassy of Japan in Lao PDR
3 November 2022

Decorations of Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun

On H.E. Mrs. Pany Yathotou, Vice President of the Lao PDR

On November 3rd, 2022, the Government of Japan announced the recipients of the 2022 Autumn
Conferment of Decorations on foreign nationals. Mrs. Pany was awarded Grand Cordon of the Order
of the Rising Sun, in recognition of her contributions in strengthening bilateral relations and
promoting friendship between Japan and Laos. Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun is a
Japanese order which is awarded to those persons who have made distinguished achievements in
enhancing bilateral relations.

Serving as the President of the Lao National Assembly (2010-2021), Mrs. Pany made significant
contributions to the development of bilateral relations through cooperation with Japan in a wide
range of fields. In addition to visiting Japan three times during her term as the President of the Lao
National Assembly, Mrs. Pany actively hosted Japanese parliamentary delegations to Laos to
promote exchange between the legislatures of the two countries. Mrs. Pany also led and promoted
cooperation projects between Japan and Laos in a wide range of fields. For instance, in 2012, she
signed an agreement with the then Japanese Justice Minister Taki who was visiting Laos to
commence cooperation on the compilation of the Lao Civil Code. The Lao Civil Code is the
culmination of judicial cooperation between the two countries. Mrs. Pany approved the adoption of
the Lao Civil Code as the President of the National Assembly in 2018.

Mrs. Pany visited Japan in 2015 to attend "WAW! 2015" Conference, the international
symposium on the promotion of women's advancement. As a female leader representing the Lao
PDR, Mrs. Pany expressed her strong support for gender equality and women's empowerment,
which is also one of the most important priorities for the Government of Japan. She expressed her
willingness to work with Japan to communicate these priorities to the international society. During
her visit to Japan, she met with then Prime Minister Abe Shinzo as well as the Speaker and the
President of both houses of the Diet, and also had the opportunity to meet with female Diet members
from the Japan-Laos Parliamentary Friendship Association. In addition to deepening bilateral
relations in the political and diplomatic spheres, she also encouraged personal exchanges between
women leaders of the two countries.
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As Vice President of the Lao PDR, Mrs. Pany continues to contribute to the strengthening of

bilateral relations between Japan and Laos. In August 2021, she attended the handover ceremony

of vaccines provided by Japan to Laos as part of support for measures to address the COVID-19

pandemic. As the representative of the Lao government, she expressed her gratitude while
recognizing the contribution to the promotion of the friendship between Japan and Laos.

We look forward to Mrs. Pany Yathotou’s continued active role in promoting friendly cooperation
and strategic partnership between Japan and the Lao PDR.

(end)
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